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5 2 Cor, iv. 6. . 2 
God who commanded the light to ſhine out of dart. 
neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the ligt 
e tht knowleage of the glory of God, in the face © 
Teſs Chriſt. e 
---.>-. Fee : > 

Truly the light is fweet, and a pleaſant, thing it is. 
For the eyes to behold the ſun. _ 3 
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My little Book, I now muſt loſe the ſight 
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Of thee, in whom I wrote with great delight. 


| May Go, who ſeal'd his Covenant with Blood, 


Bleſs theſe Inſtructions for his People's Good. 
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READER, 

F we conſult the Oracles of divine truths, concern- 
ing the ſtate and condition that fallen man is in 

by nature, we ſhall find that we are all in a ſtate of 
fin and miſery : ſo deeply Junk in original corruption, 
and every faculty of man's ſoul ſo darkened and defi d 
with ſin, that he cannot know ſpiritual things, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. Therefore it hath 
pleaſed the Almighty to declare, That as many as are 
called according to his purpoſe, ſhall all be taught of 
God., Ila. liv. 13. John vi. 45. And becauſe fallen 
man is ſo darkened in his knowledge, that he cannot 
underſtand ſpiritual things, it is the Lord's uſual way, 
to teach his people in all ages of the world, by ſetting 
forth heavenly things under certain repreſentations 
and ſimilitudes, taken from earthly objects, familiar 
to our ſenſes: which being expounded or opened, do 
much enlighten the underſtanding, and help to ſtrength- 
en the memory; as ſhewing us the face of heavenly 
things in earthiy glaſſes. And when they are taken 
from objects which we delight in, they work much 
upon our affefions. And indeed as the ſun is more eaſily 
veiwed under ſome thin cloud, than in a bright and 


clear heaven, which would dazzle the eyes, ſo divine 


truth under ſome ſimilitude, taken from things familiar 
40 us, is ſweetly conveyed to our underſtandings. 
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[iv] 
I have been, for ſome years paſt, engaged in the 
theory and practice of that art or myſtery of human 
invention, called Dialling, wherein I much delighted. 

And fince it hath pleaſed the Almighty to give me 
ſome knowledge in the glorious myſteries of man's ſal- 
vation, it hath oft times occurred to my thoughts, with 

great weight and concern, how to improve theſe my 
former ſtudies, to the advancement of the glory of 
God's Grace, in the edification of my fellow Chriſtians. 
And while my ſpirits were labouring with deep con- 
cern under theſe meditations, - that Scripture came 
into my mind concerning the Dial of Ahaz. Now, 
thought I, as this Dial was made uſeful to confirm 
a good man's faith in God's promiſes, and recorded 
in the holy Scriptures, ' which are written for our ad- 
monition, I believe there are ſome ſweet and glorious 
myſteries couch'd in that ſurprizing paſſage of ſu- 
ſcred ſtory, and repreſented to the godly, under the 
 femilitude of a ſun-dial. Whereupon, I ſet myſelf to 
make the following Remarks and ſpiritual Applicati- 
ons That the ſame may be bleſſed to all ſerious 
Readers, is the Prayers of him who accounts it his 


greateſt honor to be a Diſciple of Jesus CHRIST. 


David Tucker. 
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Is AITIARH xxxviii. 7, 8. 

And this fhall be a fign unto thee from the Lord, that 
the Lord will do this thing that he hath ſpoken : 
Behold; I will bring again the ſhadow of the degrees 
which is gone down in the Sun-Dial of Abaz, ten 

degrees backward. | 


E may read in the former verſes of this 
chapter, that Hezekiah was now afflict- 
ed with a very fore diſeaſe, even nigh 
unto death; and, perhaps, that he might de- 
pend only upon God, and afpire to heaven for 
relief, the prophet Iſaiah came unto him, and ſaid,  _ 
Thus faith the Lord, put thine houſe in order, 
“for thou ſhalt die, and not live.” At which 
ſentence, his heart being touch'd with fear of 
God's judgements, ſeeing he had appointed him 
to die ſo ſuddenly, as one not worthy to live, 
much leſs to enjoy the glory of a kingdom:; and 
alſo foreſeeing the ſad revolution the church 
ſhould undergo after his days, for want of a 
faithful governor: © Hezekiah turned his face to- 

5 ward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, and 

oy wept ſore. ” f 1 | 

17 Then the Lord, whoſe bowels of compaſſion 

15 are moved with the prayers of his people, ſent 


1 

the prophet to tell him, that he had heard his 
prayers, and would add to his days fifteen years; 
and deliver him out of the hands of the king of 
Aſhur. Now Hezekiah aſked a ſign of the Lord, 
for the confirmation of his faith in that promiſe. 
And God, who is content, in mercy and goodneſs, 
to ſympathize with human infirmity, graciouſly 
reply*d, © This ſhall be a ſign unto thee from the 
Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he 
e hath ſpoken, c. Now altho' this Sun-dial was 
made an outward vi/ible ſign, for a confirmation 
of the truth of the promiſe unto Hezekiah : yet 
that whereby his ſoul was quickened and eſta- 
bliſhed in the truth, was the inward ſpiritual grace 
of God, ſhining into his heart, with, and thro', 
the outward ſign: by virtue of which he was ſo 
confirmed in his faith, that he cryed out, Thou 
“ hait delivered my foul from the pit of corrupti- 
on: for thou haſt caſt all my ſins behind thy 
"back, verſe 17. 

What I intend to obſerve from this portion of 
Scripture 1s, that the Sun-dial may repreſent the 
heart, of a true Chriſtian, being made God's 
workmanſhip in Chriſt Jeſus, and enlightened by 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs. And, under this ſimi- 
litude, to ſhew, 1. The neceſſity of ſuch work- 
manſhip; 2. The manner of the operation; 3. 
The uſe and purpoſe for which it was intended. 
| Firſt, The neceſſity.) The plate whereon this 
i Dial is to be drawn, before it is taken in hand by 
| the workman, lies quite uſeleſs for that purpoſe 
| until it be properly engraved by the ſkilful hand 
| of the artiſt. Such is the ſtate of all men before 
converſion : << Without Chriſt, aliens from the 
| * common-wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers from the 
{ „ covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and 
| 


$ without God in the world, Eph. ii. 12. And, 
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c Except a man be born of water, and of the 
<« Spirit, he cannot. enter into the kingdom of 
« God. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit, is ſpirit. 
Marvel not that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be 
born again, Jobn iii. 5, 6, 7. © For by grace 
care ye ſaved, through faith; and that not of 
<« yourſelves : it is the gift of God: not of works, 
_ © leſt any man ſhould boaſt: for we are his work- 
% manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
« works, which God hath before ordained that 
<« we ſhould walk in them, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. 

But if we have no experience of God's work- 
manſhip in Chriſt Jeſus, by the power of his word 
and Spirit working in our hearts, we can no more 
walk in the good way, and bring forth fruit ac- 
ceptable with God, than an unwrought plate can 
ſupply the uſe of a Sun-dial. For, «© God is a 
Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
<« him in ſpirit and truth, Fohn iv. 24. See the 
XIII. Article of Religion, That works done 
before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of 
his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as 
they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. — 
The ſacrifices of the wicked are an abomination 
to the Lord.” © For as many as are of the works 
of the law, are under the curſe: for it is written, 
Curſed 1s every one that continueth not in all the 
things which are written in the book of the law to 
do them, Gal. iii. 10. But, The juſt ſhall 
live by faith, verſe 11. © Therefore being juſti- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. © He that 
hath the Son, hath life ; and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not life, 1 Johnv. 12. By 
theſe, and other Scriptures of this nature, we ma 


ſee the neceſſity of being made the workmanſhip of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. Se- 


Secondly, The manner of the operation. 
1. The Workman, goes at a convenient time, 
and takes this rude piece in hand; and fo begins 


- to cut, poliſh, and prepare it, in order to draw the 


lines, and engrave the figures upon it, that it 
may be a proper inſtrument for uſe and ſervice, 
in pointing the hour of the day. So it is with 
them who are called from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan to the living God. The 
Lord, by ſome means or other, awakens them 
out of the ſleep of ſin, with a convincing power 

uts his fear into their hearts, opens the ſpiritu- 
ality of the law unto them, wherein they ſee ſin 
excceeding ſinful ; and are made ſenſible of their 
eſtrangement from God, and their utter inabili- 
ty of recovering themſelves into his divine favour, 
by any ſtrength, righteouſneſs, or power of their 
own, in order that they may receive Chriſt, with 
all his glorious train of graces, upon the terms of 
the goſpel. For, By the deeds of the law, 
there ſhall' no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : for 
by the law is the knowledge of ſin, * Rom. iii. 20, 
% Sin taking occaſion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence, For 
without the law fin 1s dead. For I was alive with- 
out the law once : but when the commandment 
came, ſin revived, and I died, Rom. vu. 8, 9. 
When the ſpirituality of the law 1s thus brought 
home with a convincing power to the ſinner's 
conſcience, it being ſo pure, holy, juſt, and 
good, that it makes ſin appear exceeding ſinful. 
This is the firſt work of the Spirit, to reprove 
or convince the world of ſin, Fohn xvi. 8. And 
this law-work prepares a ſacrifice acceptabe with 
God; which is a broken ſpirit, ſee Pſal. li. 17. 
The ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit: a 


broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 


deſpiſe.” 
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4 
deſpiſe.” The publican that went up into the 
temple to pray manifeſted ſuch an humble ſpirit; 
and he went down to his houſe juſtified, Lake 
XVIIt. 13, 14. © To this man will I look, (faith 
the Lord) to him that 1s of a poor and contrite 
ſpirit, and trembleth at my word,” //a. Ixv1.2. and 
ſouls endued with ſuch a gracious diſpoſition are 
called the workmanſhip of God: For, ſaith 
the apoſtle, it is God that worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his own good pleaſure,” 
Philip.11.13. See Act. ii. 3 7. and xvi. 30. Exec. xvi. &, 8. 

2. The workman having thus prepared his 
plate, he then begins to draw lines upon it be- 
fore it anſwer the end of a ſun-dial. For as there 
are many meridians in the heavens, which the 
ſun paſſes through in his diurnal motion, ſo except 
they are drawn reſpectively upon the dial plate, 
no exact obſervation can be made thereby. 

So it is with them that are called from darkneſs 
to His marvelous light. The graces which are 
ſet forth in the ſcripture concerning the militant 
church, muſt be wrought in their hearts by the 


operation of God's eternal ſpirit, according to his 


abſolute promiſes concerning them. For though 


there are many promiſes in theſe new heavens of 
God's eternal word, through which the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ſhines forth, yet unleſs the manifold 
grace contained in theſe promiſes reſpectively, be 
wrought 1n the hearts of his people, they cannot 
be denominated partakers of the divine nature; nor 
appear to have eternal life abiding in them, ac- 
cording to the ſcripture : © and this is life eternal, 
ſaith St. John, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent,” John xvu. 3. And the apoſtle faith, © God 
who commanded light 'to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
hath ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light 
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of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face. 


of Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 6. And we know 
that the Son of God 1s come, and hath given us 
an underſtanding that we may know Him that is 
true; and we are in Him that is true, even in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the true God and eternal 
life,” 1 John v. 20. 

But ſuch as have not the grace of God wrought 
in their hearts, can have no ſure or certain hope 
that they are in his favour ; neither are they de- 
ſirous to know it; © becauſe the God of this 
world hath blinded their minds, that the light of 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, which is the image 
of God, ſhould not ſhine unto them, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

2. The firſt line to be drawn on a ſun dial (af- 
ter the plan 1s prepared) is the ſubſtile, or line 
wherein the ſtile or pin 1s to be fixed, and made 
one with it: and this ſubſtile may ſerve to ſet forth 
that faith wiuch juſtifieth the ſinner in the midſt of 
deep convictions; and the ſtile being fixed in, and 
made one with it, is the effect of faith working by 
love, of which I ſhall treat more largely hereafter. 

4. The other lines which are drawn upon ſun- 
dials are many; and, are drawn in ſuch order as 
to anſwer the meridians of the diurnal arch; fo 
that the ſun paſſing through theſe meridians in 
the heavens, and ſhining upon 1ts reſpective hour- 
line on the dial, an obſervation may be taken. 

Thus it 1s with them who are the workmanſhip 
of God. Theſe graces which he works in them, 
are anſwerable to his promiſes which are ſet forth 
in the {cripture concerning them; ſo that the Sun 
of righteouſneſs ſhining through theſe promiſes 


into the renewed heart , may give them. freſh diſ- 


plays, or diſcoveries of their being in the favour. 


of God, which makes the believer ſay, This is 
my comfort i in my trouble; tor thy word hath 
quickened me, Sal. cx. d 5. Theſe 
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( x2 } 

5. Theſe lines which are drawn upon fun- 
dials, are known by their different names or 
characters, according to their reſpective meridi- 
ans in the heavens. | 

So are the graces of the goſpel known by their 
different operations, in qualifying the ſoul for the 
kingdom of God, as knowledge, fear, repentance, 
faith, hope, love, joy, obedience, humility, 
meekneſs, patience, righteouſneſs, uprightneſs or 
ſincerity, peace, zeal, perſeverance. Concerning 
theſe graces, there are many precious promiſes ſet 
forth in the ſcriptures. And theſe promiſes are 
of two kinds, viz. Abſolute and Conditional; 
and the intent and purpoſe of God concerning 
them, ought ſeriouſly to be conſidered by every 
ſincere believer ; the abſolute are ſuch as thele : 
For it is written in the prophets, ** they ſhall all 
be taught of God,” John vi. 45. © The wages 
of {in is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.“ 
Rom. vii. 23. * For every good and perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is neither variableneſs nor 
ſhadow of turning.” For it 1; God which work- 
eth in you both to will and to do of his own good 
pleaſure.” © That through his exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, ye might be made par- 
takers of the divine nature.” James i. 17. Phil. 
1.13. And 

1. By theſe abſolute promiſes God doth freely 


engage to work every grace in the hearts of his 


people, without any condition or previous qua- 
lification in man. "4 
2. By the conditional promiſes, the bleſſings 


whereof the perfect obedience of Chriſt, only, in- 


titles the believer to, he confirmeth and pro- 
nounceth the ſoul bleſſed, by virtue of the abſo- 
lute promiſes taking effect in the ſoul: for the 

| B 2 abſolute 
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( 12 ) 
abſolute promiſe worketh that grace in the heart 
which the conditional promiſe requires, and con- 
ſequently the conditional promiſe pronounceth the 
ſoul bleſſed, by virtue of that grace which is 
wrought by the abſolute promiſe. 

6. The next thing to be conſidered is the ſtile; 
the ſtile of this horizontal dial, may ſerve to ſet 
forth faith, according to the following obſerva- 
tions : As, | | | 

1. The (tile muſt be wrought, or fixed in the 
plate, and faſtened thereto ; for if it ſhakes, it 
will afford but a very uncertain obſervation. 

So it 13 with believers ; that faith which 1s de- 
livered to the ſaints, is wrought in their hearts 
by the power of God; by which Jeſus Chriſt the 
ſun of righteouſneſs 1s revealed: and the more 
ſtedfaſt it is fixed and grounded, the better it re- 
ceives the ſeals and teſtimonies of the Spirit, ac- 
cording to the apoſtle, © In whom allo, after 
that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy 
Spirit of promiſe,” Eph. i. 13. for if faith ſtag- 
gers at the promiſes of God through unbe- 
lief, 1t will give but a doubtful teſtimony of 
the ſouls being in the favour of God. There- 
fore, ſaith the apoſtle, © Let him aſk in faith, 
nothing wavering. Let not him that wavereth 
think to receive any thing from the Lord,” James 
1. 6, 7. As Abraham, who ſtaggered not at the 
promiſe of God through unbelief; but was 
ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God,” Rom iv. 
20. And they who are of faith are bleſſed 
with faithful Abraham,” Gal. 11. . 

2. When the ſtile is fixed in the plate, it is 
always pointing upwards, in order to receive the 
{un-ſhine, and caſt it among the lines drawn on 


the dial, by which an obſervation may be taken. 


! 50 


( 13.) 
So it is with goſpel believers: when the Lord 
gives the knowledge of Chriſt, which fleſh and 
blood cannot reveal, faith 1s pointing to the hea- 
vens, looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſh- 
er of our faith, Heb. x11. 2. and waiting for new 
light and diſplays of grace from that Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs, which ſhines by faith on the gracious 
heart, (wherein God's abſolute promiſes are 
wrought) ſtrengthens, and confirms the believer: 
that he is in favour with God; fo that he may 
ſay in the ſcripture language, © God who com- 
manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath 
ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” 2 Cor. iv. 6. The Spit melt”. 
beareth witneſs with our ſpirits that we are the 
children of God.“ Rom. vill. 16. 


E 
And when the dias made what muſt be done? 
But ſeek a place to fix it in the ſun: 
For if it be confin'd unto the ſhade, 
Twill loſe the proper uſe for which *twas made. 
1 II. 
E'en ſo the ſoul that grace hath form'd a- new, 
The beams of goſpel light to take in view, | 
Waits for that Sun, whoſe ſtrong meridian beams, 
Withdraws each wand'ring thought from all ex- 
treams. | 
III. 
But if confin'd to ceremonial ſtrains, 
Which nothing but the law of works maintains, 
She is ſo gloomy, tho' an heir of grace, 
As à Sun-dial ina ſhady place. 


Thirdly, The uſe for which it was made. 
| 1. The 
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(14) 
1. The Dial being made, the uſe for which it 


was deſigned, is to be fixed in a place convenient 


to receive the ſun-beams, whereby obſervations 
may be daily taken. 

So 1t 1s with believers, whom the Lord hath 
made the workmanſhip of his grace in Chriſt Jeſus; 
they are to be waiting under the means of grace, 
and be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 15. not toſſed 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the ſlight of men, and cunning craftineſs 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive, &c. Eph. iv. 
14, &c. The primitive Chriſtians continued ſted- 
faſily in the apoſties doctrine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers, Acts ii. 42. 

2. There are ſome dark or cloudy days, that 


though the dial be ſtedfaſtly and properly fixed; 


yet, for want of the ſun to ſhine upon it, no ob- 
ſervation can be taken by it. 

So it is ſometimes with believers, when they are 
waiting under God's divine appointment; dark 
clouds may intervene, and then they become, 
in a manner, uſeleſs and diſconſolate, for want of 


the enlightening, and enlivening beams of the 


Sun of righteouſneſs to ſtrengthen and confirm 
them in the faith of the goſpel. Thus it was 
with David when he ſaid, © Thou hideſt thy face 


and I was troubled,” Pfal. xxx. 7. But looking 


up to the Lord, by faith, he ſaid again, The 
Lord is my light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I 
fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of w_ life, of 


whom ſhall I be afraid? Pſal. xxvi. 1. With 


thee is the fountain of life, lift up - Oh light of 
thy countenance upon me. Remember the 


word unto thy ſervant, in which thou haſt cauſed 
me to hope,” Pſal. cxix. 49. It was not enough 


for him that he had been enabled to hope, but 
he 
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eas 
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he muſt have new diſplays from the Sun of righ- 


3 teouſneſs, to confirm him therein. For the 
23 path of the juſt is as the light which ſhineth more 
* and more until noon- day.“ The prophet, pro- 
z pheſying of the ſaints in the days of the goſpel, 
\F ſaith, © He that is feeble among them at that 
4 day, ſhall be as David,” Zac. xii. 8. And tho? 
9 the believer be ſome times dark, dead, and void 
£1 of comfort, yet there 1s light, life, and fulneſs in 
# Chriſt, which ſhall be communicated in his own 
X time and way, to the abundant ſupply of the 
* needy, * For in Him is life, and that life is the 
1 light of men,“ John i. 4. Therefore be ye 
i ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
5 work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that 
$ your labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 


xv. 38. 
3. Sometimes the ſun ſhines but with a faint 


light; and becauſe of a thin cloud that ſtands be- 
tween, it ſhines not ſo bright as is ſufficient to 
take an obſervation at that time. 

So it is with believers; ſometimes they feel 
their hearts burn within them, out of a holy long- 
ing for God, under the means of grace, miniſtry 
of the word, &c. but a cloud of unbelief, collected 
from the vapours of wandering thoughts, or ſe- 
cret guilt, ſtands between them and the Sun of 

. righteouſneſs, ſo that they cannot behold his 
light ſo clear as to give them any comfortable 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Obſerve how it fared with the two 
diſciples as they were going to Emmaus. Luke 
xxiv. 15. © And it came to pals, that while the 
communed together, and reaſoned, Jeſus him- 
ſelf drew near and went with them. But their 
eyes were holden, that they ſhould not know 
him.” They felt his warming heat as he ex- 
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nat, the ſcriptures concerning himſelf; but 
is comforting preſence was rettrained from them, 
till their eyes were opened; and then they knew 
him, and they ſaid one to another, © Did not our 
hearts burn within us while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened unto us the ſcrip- 
tures,” verſe 32. Thus we ſee the Lord ſome- 
times ſuffers his people to be in doubts and rea- 
ſonings, in order that the manifeſtations of his 
love may be ſweet and precious, when he reveals 
himſelf unto them. 

4. When the ſun ſhines bright upon the dial, 
it is eaſy to take an obſervation ; for then there 
is a ſun- beam directed by the ſtile upon ſome of 
the hour lines in a clear and viſible manner. 

So it is with believers; when the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs diſplays his bright beams of light, life, 
and love in their hearts, it is eaſy to diſcern the 
tokens of the favour of God, and to believe their 
intereſt in him : and whoſoever is ſo illuminated 
may ſay, Truly the light is ſweet, and a plea- 


ſant thing it is for the eyes to behold the ſun, 


Eccl. xi. 7. This is my comfort in my trouble, for 
thy word hath quickened me, Pſal. cxix. 50. 


Thou haſt put gladnefs in my heart, more than 


in the time that their corn and their wine increaſ- 


ed. I will lay me down in peace, and ſleep : for 


thou, Lord, only makeſt me dwell in ſafety, Pſal. 
iv. 7, 8. My beloved is mine and I am his,” Cant. 
11. 16. It is every Chriſtian's duty to obſerve 
theſe things: For thus ſaith the word of God, 
* Commune with your own heart upon your bed, 
and be- ſtill, Pſal. iv. 4. Examine yourſelves, 
whether you be in the faith; prove your own 
ſelves : know you not your own ſelves, how that 


Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates?“ 


2 Cor. xili. 5. 


A Second 


"a 
Ws 
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A Second USE. | 

The believer is not only to be uſeful to him- 
felf, by obſerving ſuch manifeſtations, but he 
muſt be uſeful to others, by ſetting forth his light 
and knowledge for their edification. 

A ſun- dial is uſeful to give knowledge and 
ſatisfaction to all that ſeek an obſervation from 
it. 

So is the Chriſtian; © ye are the light of the 
world. Let your light ſo ſhine forth before 
men, that they may ſee your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Mat. v. 
14— 16. As every man hath received the 
gift, ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God,” 1 Pet. 
iv. 10. When thou art converted ſtrengthen 
thy brethren,” Luke xx1. 32. 

2. Though the dial be made and fixed in its 
proper order, the only time of its being uſeful for 
giving an obſervation is, when the ſun ſhines 
bright upon it. So it is with the Chriſtian, when 
the bright beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs 
ſhines into his heart, he 1s moſt uſeful in giving 
good counſel to others. For we are not ſufficient 
of ourſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God,” 2 Cor. 
111. 5. which made the Pſalmiſt cry out in a time 
of obſcurity, © Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſal- 
vation, and uphold me with thy free ſpirit, then 
will I teach tranſgreſſors thy ways, and ſinners 
ſhall be converted unto thee,” Pal. li. 12. | 
For the better underſtanding of theſe things 
which are here ſet forth and delineated, under the 
ſimilitude of a ſun-dial, let the reader obſerve, 
that the lines called hour. lines upon the ſun-dials, 
are here noted for, and marked with, the names 
of ſeveral graces, which the Lord hath ſet forth 
in his word, as eſſentially neceſſary to happineſs, 
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and promiſed to be wrought in the hearts of his 
people, by the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from hea- 
ven; ſuch as, Knowledge, Fear, Repentance, 
Obedience, Humility, Patience, Meekneſs, Faith, 
Hope, Love, Joy, Righteouſneſs, Uprightneſs, 
Peace, Zeal, and Perſeverance. Concerning 
theſe graces, there are many great and precious 
promules ſet forth in the ſcriptures; and they are 


of two kinds: Abſolute and Conditional. There-- 


fore let us diligently obſerve how they correſpond 


with and confirm each other, that through theſe 


exceeding great and precious promiſes we might 
be made partakers of the divine nature. 

The Abſolute promiſe confers grace freely ; 
yea, on the difobedient allo ,” and the Con- 
ditional promiſe bleſſeth the Soul, being made 
obedient by virtue of that grace freely beſtowed ; 
ſo that, whatever the Conditional promiſe calls 
for, the Abſolute promiſe gives and beſtows ; and 
what the Abſolute promiſe beſtows, the Condi- 
tional approves and allows. I will now lay 
down a tew of theſe promiſes as inſtances of both 
kinds, beginning with 


KNOWLEDGE. 
Abſolute. © Conditional. 

tnt. ERzece. al. 
xxxiv. 23. Iſaiah Is. 16. | Ixxxix. 15. Bleſſed 1s 
Thou ſhalt know that I | the people that know 
the Lord am thy Savi- | the joyful ſound. Pal. 
ohr, and thy Redeemer, | xci. I will ſet him on 
the mighty one of Ja- | high, becauſe he hath 
cob, chap. xlv. 3. And | known my name, he 
] will give thee the trea- | ſhall call upon me, and 
ſures of darkneſs, and | I will anſwer him: I 
hidden riches of ſecret | will be with him in 
places, that thou mayeſt | trouble, I will deliver 
know and 
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know that I the Lord, 
which call thee by thy 
name, am the God of 
Iſrael, Joel iii. 17. So 
ſhall ye know that I am 
the Lord your God, 


( 19 ) 


| and honour him. 2 Pet. 
1. 2. Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you, 
through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jeſus 
our Lord, &c. 


dwelling in Zion, my 
holy mountain. 


FE AR. 


Abſolute. 

Jer. ii. 29. And: 
I will give them one 
heart and one way, that 
they may fear me for 
ever, for the good of 
them and their children 
after them. And I will 
make an everlaſting co- 
venant with them, that 
I will not turn away 
from them to do them 
good ; but I will put 
my fear into their hearts, 


that they ſhall not de- | 


part from me. 


Conditional. 

Pſal. cxxviii. 1. Bleſſed 
is every one that feareth 
the Lord, and walketh 
in his ways. Mal iv. 2. 
Unto you that fear my 
name, ſhall the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe with 
healing under his wings; 
and ye ſhall go forth and 
grow up as calves of the 
ſtall. Chap. iii. 16. Then 
they that feared the Lord 
ſpake often one to ano- 
ther: and a book of re- 
membrance was written 
before him for them that 


feared the Lord, &c. 


REPENTANCE. 


Abſolute. 
Acts v. 31. Him hath 
God exalted with his 
right hand, to be a prince 
and a ſaviour, for to give 


Conditional. 

Iſa. ly. 7. Le me 
wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts : and 


repentance to Iſrael, and 


forgivenneſs of ſins. 
Eph. 


let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have 
mer- 
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Eph. iv. S. Wherefore 
he ſaith, when he aſcend- 
ed up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men. 


mercy upon him, and 
to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 


FRA IM 


Abſolute. 

io. Ye are 
my witneſſes, ſaith the 
Lord, and my ſervant 
whom I have choſen : 
that ye may know and 
believe me, and under- 
ſtand that I am he. Eph. 
1. 8. For by grace are 
ye ſaved through faith; 
and that not of your- 
ſelves : 1t 1s the gift of 
God, &c. Fleſh and 
blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but my 
Father which 1s in hea- 
ven, Mat. xv1. 17. 


Conditional. 

John vu. 38. He that 
believeth on me, as the 
ſcriptures hath ſaid, out 
of his belly ſhall flow ri- 
vers of living water. 
Acts xii. 39. He that 
beleveth is juſtified 
from all things from 
which he could not be 
juſtified by the law of 
Moſes. And the path 
of the juſt 1s as a ſhin- 
ing light that ſhineth 
more and more unto 
the perfect day. Prov. 


IV. 18. 


HOPE. 


Abſolute. 

Zeph.11.12. I will alio 
leave in the midſt of 
thee, an afflicted and 
poor people, and they 
ſhall truſt in the name 
of the Lord. Rom. v. 3. 
Knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience, 
and patience experience, 
and experience Hope, 
and 


11 — 


The 


ever. 


Conditional. 
Pfal. cxivii. 11. 


The 


Lord taketh pleaſure in 
them that fear him, in 


thoſe that hope in his 
name. Plal. cxxv. 1. 
that truſt in the 
Lord ſhall be as mount 
Zion; which cannot be 
moved, but abideth for 
185 xvii. 7. Bleſſ- 

ed 


1 
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and hope maketh not 
aſhamed, becauſe the 
love of God is ſhed a- 
broad in our hearts, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, which 


is given unto us. 


L -of 
Abſolute. 

Deut. xxx. 6. And 
the Lord thy God will 
circumciſe thine heart, 
and the heart of thy 
ſeed, to love the Lord 
thy Ged: with all thine 
have and with all thy 
ſoul, that thou mayeſt 


live. 
Ezek. xvi. 8. Now 


waen I paſſed by thee, 
and looked upon thee, 
behold thy time was the 
time of love, &c. 


10 
Abſolute. 

Iſa. Ixi. 1. The ſpirit 
of the Lord God is up- 
on me, becauſe the Lord 
hath anointed me to 
preach good things, &c. 
ver. 3. To appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zi- 
on, to give unto them 
beauty for aſhes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the 
gar- 


ed is the man that truſt- 
eth in the Lord, and 
whoſe Hope the Lord is. 
Zach. ix. 12. Turn ye 
to the ſtrong hold ye 
priſoners of Hope, &c. 


CHAN 


Conditional. 

Pſal. cxlu. 20, :The 
Lord preſerveth all 
them that /ove him. I 
Cor. 1. 9. Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther have entered into 
the heart of man, the 
the things which God 
hath prepared for them 
that /ove him. Pſal. xci. 
14. Becauſe he hath ſet 
his /ove upon me, there- 
fore will I deliver him. 


. 
Conditional. 

Bleſſed is the people 
that know the joyful 
ſound: they ſhall walk, 
O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. 

In thy name ſhall 
they rejoice all the day : 
and in thy favour our 
horn be exalted, 

| Rom. 
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arment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs, that 
they might be called 
trees of righteouſneſs, 
the planting of the Lord, 
that he might be olori- 
fied. Iſa. xii. 3. Therefore 
with joy ſhall ye draw 
water out of the wells 
of ſalvation. 


— — 
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Rom. xv. 13. Now 
the God of hope fill 
you with all ey and 
peace in believing. Pſal. 
CXXV1. 5. They that ſow 
in tears ſhall reap in oy. 


| 


OBEDIENCE 


Abſolute. 
Ezek. xix. 20. And 
1 will give them one 
heart, and I will put a 


new ſpirit within you; 


and I will take the ſtony 
heart out of their fleſh, 
and will give them an 
heart of fleſh. 

That they may walk 
in my ſtatutes, and keep 
mine ordinances and do 
them, and they ſhall be 
my people, and I will 
be their God. 

Hal xvin. 44. As 
ſoon as they hear of me, 
they ſhall obey me: the 
{rangers ſhall ſubmit 


themſelves unto me. 


— 


— 


— 


Conditional. 

Exod. xix. 5. Now 
therefore, if ye will o- 
bey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, 
then you ſhall be a pe- 
culiar treaſure unto me 
above all people: for all 
the earth is mine. And 
ye ſhall be unto me a2 
kingdom of prieſts, and 
an holy nation. 

1 Sam. xv. 22. Be- 
hold, to obey is better 
than ſacrifice; and to 
hearken, than the fat of 
rams. Iſa. i. 19. If ye be 
willing and obedient ye 
ſhall eat the good things 
of the land. 


HUMILITY. 


Abſolute. 


Mut, vu. 3. And 
he humbled thee, and 
ſuf- | 


| 


Conditional. 
Job xxii. 29. When 
men are caſt down, then 
thou 
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ſuffered thee to hunger, | 


and fed thee with man- 
na (which thou kneweſt 
not, neither did thy fa- 
thers know) that he 


might make thee know, 


that man doth not live 
by bread only, but by 
every word which pro- 
ceedeth out of the 
mouth of God doth man 
hve, 


MEEK 
Abſolute. 

Iſa. xi. 6. The wolf 
alſo ſhall dwell with the 
lamb, and, the leopard 
ſhall he down with the 
kid : and the calf, and 
the young lion, and the 


fattling together, and a 
little child ſhall lead 


them, &c. Forof his own 


will begat he. us with 
the word of truth, that 
we ſhould be a kind of 


firſt fruits of his crea- 


tures, James 1. 18. 


thou ſhalt ſay there is 
lifting up: and he ſhall 
ſave the humble perſon. 
Iſa. Ivii. 15. For thus 
ſaith the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eter- 
nity, whoſe name is holy, 
I dwell in the high and 
holy place; with him al- 
ſo that is of a contrite 
and humble ſpirit, to re- 
ceive the ſpirit of the 
humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite 


Ones. 


NESS 
Conditional. 

Mat. v. 5. Bleſſed 
are the meek for they 
ſhall inherit the earth. 
Pfal. cxlix. 4. For the 
Lord taketh pleaſure in 
his people: he will beau- 
tify the meek with his 
ſalvation. Pſal. xxv. 9. 
The meek will he guide 
in judgment : and unto 
the meek will he teach 
his way. 


PATIENCE. 
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PATIENT E 


Abſolute. 

Zeph. in. 12, I will 
alſo leave in the midſt 
of thee poor people, and 
they ſhall truſt in the 
name of the Lord. 

Rom. 11. 3. Knowing 


that tribulation work- 
eth patience. 


Conditional. 

Rev. 111. 10. Becauſe 
thou haſt kept the word 
of my patience, I alſo will 
keep thee from the hour 


of temptation, which 


ſhall come upon all the 
world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth. 


KIGHITIEOUSNWESS. 


Abſolute. 
Rev. xix. 8. And to 
her was granted that ſhe 
ſhould be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white : 
for the white linen is the 
righteouſneſs of the 
{aints. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 27. And 
I will put my fpirit 
within you, and cauſe 
you to walk in my ſta- 
tutes, and ye ſhall keep 


my judgments and do 
them. 


PEA 


Abſolute. 

Ila. xvi. 12. Behold, | 

f will extend peace to 
her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles 


like a flowing ſtream, | 
&c. | 


John xiv. 27. Peace 
1 6 


Conditional. 
. Unto 
the upright there ariſeth 

light in darkneſs. 
Verſe 6. Surely he 
ſhall not be moved for 
ever: the righteous ſhall 
be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance, He ſhall 
not be afraid of evil 
tidings : his heart ĩs fix- 


ed, truſting in the Lord. 


C 
Conditiqnal. 

Mat. v. 9. Bleſſed 
are the peace-makers : 
for they ſhall be called 
the children of God. 

For the fruits of the 
ſpirit 1s love, joy, peace, 
lone-ſuffering, gentle- 

nels, 
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neſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, temperance z 
againſt ſuch 


no law, Gal. v. 22. 


[ leave with you, my 


peace I give unto you: 


not as the world giveth, 


give I unto you. Hag. 


11. 9. And in this place 


will I give peace, faith 
the Lord of hoſts. 


there is 


£ BA ik 


Abſolute. 
Luke 11. 16. Heſhall 
baptize you with the 


Holy Ghoſt, and with 


fire. Sehn 6. 
that day will I make 
the governors of Judah 
like a hearth of fire a- 
mong the wood, and 
like a torch of fire in a 
ſheaf; and they ſhall 
devour all the people 
round about, &c. 


' 


Conditional. 

Numb. xxv. 12. Be- 
hold I give unto him 
my covenant of peace. 
And he ſhall have it, 
and his ſeed after him, 
even the covenant of an 
everlaſting prieſthood ; 


becauſe he was zealous 


for his God, and made 
an atonement for the 


| children of Iſrael. Rev. + 


| 111. 19. Be zealous, &c. 


PERSEVERAMERE 


Abſolute. 

Ha. Xvi 3. 1 the 
Lord do keep it, I will 
water it every moment; 
leſt any hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day. 

Hof. xiv. 5. +. wil 
be as the dew unto Iſ- 
rael: he ſhall grow as 


the lilly, and caſt forth 
his roots as Lebanon. 
branches 


ſhall 
ſpread, 
D 


His 
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Conditional. 

Mat. x. 22, And ye 
ſhall be hated of all men 
for my name's ſake, but 
he that endureth to the 
end, ſhall be ſaved, 

Rev. 11. 10. Be thou 
faithful. 

Rev. 11. 21. To him 
that overcometh, will 
I grant to fit with me 


in my throne, even as 
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ſpread, and his beauty | I alſo overcame, and 
ſhall be as the olive | am ſet down with my 
tree, and his {mell as | Father on his throne. 


Lebanon. | 


Here we may obſerve, that by virtue of the 
Abſolute promiſe grace is produced in the ſoul : 
and by the Conditional promiſe, the receiver 1s 
ſtrengthened and confirmed in the exerciſe of 
grace received. For, 

1. The Abſolute promiſe ſaith, © Thou ſhalt 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour.” The 
Conditional promiſe ſaith, << T will ſet him on high 
becauſe he hath known my name. 

2. The Abſolute promiſe t will put 
my fear into their hearts.” The Conditional pro- 
miſe ſaith, Bleſſed is every one that feareth the 
Lord, and walketh in his ways.” 

The Abſolute promiſe faith, <* Him hath 
God exalted to give repentance, and forgiveneſs 
of ſins.” The Conditional promiſe ſaith, © Let 
him return unto the Lord and he will have mercy 
upon him.” 

4. The Abſolute promiſe ſaith, © By grace are 

e ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, 

It is the gift of God,” The Conditional promiſe 
faith, ** He that believeth in me, out of his belly 
ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 
5. The Abſolute promiſe ſaith, © They ſhall 
truſt (or hope) in the name of the Lord?” The 
Conditional promiſe ſaith, © The Lord taketh 
pleaſure in them that hope in his name.” 

6. The Abſolute promiſe ſaith, © The Lord 
thy God will circumciſe thine heart to love the 
Lord thy God that thou mayeſt hive.” The Con- 
ditional promiſe ſaith, ©. The Lord preſerveth 
all them that fear him.” 

7. The 
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The Abſolute promiſe ſaith, ©* With joy 
mall ye draw water out of the wells of a 
The Conditional promiſe ſaith, “ Bleſſed is the 
people that know the joyful ſound.” Jobxxx11.26. 

8. The Abſolute promiſe {:1th, © As ſoon as 
they hear of me, they ſhall obey me.” The Con- 
ditional promiſe ſaith, If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye ſhall eat the good things of the land.” 

9. It is abſolutely ſaid, “ He humbled thee,” 
Deut. viii. 3. but conditionally, He will revive 
the ſpirit of the humble.“ 

10. By the abſolute promiſe it comes to 0 
„ That the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, &c.” 
conſequently, by the conditional promiſe, © The 
meek are blefled, and inherit the earth.” 

11. God, by his abſolute power, cauſeth tri- 
bulation to work patience ; and thereby the con- 
ditional promiſe takes effect, which ſaith, © Be- 
cauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience I 
alſo will keep thee in the hour of temptation.” 

12. With the abſolute promiſe, which faith, 
They ſhall be arrayed in fine linen, which is the 
righteouſneſs of ſaints:“ the conditional promiſe 
correſponds, which ſaith, The righteous ſhall 
be had in everlaſting remembrance.” 

13. With the abſolute promiſe whick declares, 


© Behold, I will extend peace to thee hk: a river,” 


doth the conditional promiſe harmonize, ſaying, 
** Bleſſed are the peace- makers.“ 

14. The abſolute promiſe ſaith, < I will make 
them like a hearth of fire among wood:” the con- 
ditional promiſe ſaith, “ I will give them the co- 
venant of an everlaſting prieſthaod, becauſe he 
was zealous for his God.” | 

1 5. Moreover, in conſequence of the abſolute pro- 
miſe, which ſaith, I will water it every moment; 
J will never leave thee, &c.“ the conditional pro- 

D 2 | miſe 
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miſe faith, © He that endureth to the end ſhall 
be ſaved.” 
I. Thus do the promiſes concur to ſeal 
The true believer's peace, and truths reveal, 
Which uſeful are to man's ſalvation, | 
Tocurb each ſinful thought, & rule the paſſion. 
II. That, by degrees, a gradual conqueſt may 
O'er ſin be gain'd wit hin the goſpel day, 
Till he who hath the glorious conqueſt won, 
Reſtore in ſaints the image of the Son. 
III. And then remove them to the realms of bliſs, 
To walk with him, and ſee him as he 1s, 

Where ſin and every ſorrow flee away, 

Cxleſtial glory crowns their endleſs day. 

The conditional promiſes in metre, laid down 
upon the ſeveral hour-lines of the dial, I intend as 
a motive to ſelt-examination, by conſidering the 
fleeting hours of irrevokable time. 

Yet let not the fincere enquirer be diſcouraged 
notwithſtanding the diſadvantage of a few Dy 
moments, or a cloudy day. | 

1. If under clouds of dark deſertion thou, 

Doſt of this ſmall projection take a view, 
It may ſcem dark and uſeleſs in thy way; 
As a Sun-Daal on a cloudy day. 

2. But when the Sun of righteouſneſs moſt bright, 
Diſplays his chearing beams of light, | 
Ex-mine well thy heart; and then for trial, 
Compare thy gracious habits with this dial. 

3. Theſe precious promiſes will then be ſweet, 
When in thy foul harmoniouſly they meet 
While one difplays the virtue of Jeſus' blood, 
The other mult pronounce the bleſſing good. 

4. One faith, the blood of Chriſt doth heal from ſin“ 
The other bleſſeth thoſe that bathe therein; 
And thus they join their inward foes to foil, 
Like golden pipes conveying holy oil. 


1 

Having thus finiſhed the firſt thing I propoſed, 
which was to ſhew, how a Sun-Dial may repreſent 
a true believer, being made the workmanſhip of 
| God, 

I now proceed to a few obſervations on the ſe- 
cond part ; which 1s to ſhew, that by the ſhadows 
going ten degrees backward upon the dial of 
Ahaz, may be repreſented the Lord's return with 
freſh ſupplies of refreſhing and illuminating grace, 
to poor afflicted Chriſtians in a time of extremity. 

If we ſearch the records of divine truths, con- 
cerning the Lord's way of dealing with his people, 
we ſhall find that man's extremity 1s God's oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing mercy. In order to prove this, 
I need only to produce a few inſtances out of the 
holy ſcriptures to that purpoſe. And, 

i. Let us conſider the manner of the Lord's 
dealing with. Jacob in his journey to Padanaram : 
Gen. xxvili. 10. And Jacob went out from 
Beerſheba, and went towards Haran.” In a very 
dejected and ſorrowful condition; being forced 
to depart from his father's houſe, and the land 
of his nativity, in the terror of his life. And 
he went on in a very diſconſolate manner, till the 
day was ſpent: and being ſo much overwhelmed 
with trouble, he was reſolved to lie all night up- 
on the ground; ſo he procured a neglected ſtone 
for his pillow, and laid himſelf down to ſleep, 
verſe 12. * And he dreamed, and behold, a lad- 
der ſet upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
. unto heaven: and behold, the angels of God, 
aſcending and deſcending upon it.” This was a 
moſt ſeaſonable viſion for Jacob in his fad and 
loneſome condition. And it may be conſidered, 
firit, literally, to repreſent the providence of 
God; who, though he dwell in heaven, yet * 
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his watchful eye to the earth, extending his fa- 


therly care through the univerſe, and employs 
his angels as miniſtring ſpirits for the good of his 


people ; and thoſe ſwift meſſengers, with their 
winged zeal, are never idle, but either aſcending 
to God to receive his commands, or deſcending 
to earth for the execution of them. Or myſtical- 
ly, it repreſents Jeſus Chriſt; by whom heaven 
and earth are united, and in whom an intercourſe 

is effectually opened : He, as the head of the an- 
hy is perpetually ſending to God, or from God, 
preſenting petitions and procuring benedictions, 
and thus continues to miniſter for the heirs of ſal- 
vation. This our Lord declared in plain terms 
to Nathaniel: ſaying, Hereafter you ſhall ſee 
heaven open, and the angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending upon the ſon of man,” John i. 51. 
which was typified by Jacob's ladder, and fulfilled 
in the reſurrection of Chriſt ; Cornelius's viſion ; 
Peter's deliverance from prifon, See. 

And that Jacob might be thoroughly perſuaded 
of God's favourable mercies towards him, there 
was not only the viſion of à ladder repreſented 
to him, but the Lord ſtood above, ſounding 
forth abſolute promiſes ſuitable to his wants, leſt 
he ſnould think himſelf utterly caſt off and ba- 
niſned from the land of promiſe, his native coun- 
try, the Lord ſaid, verſe 13. I am the God of 
Abraham, thy Father, and the God of Iſaac: 
the land whereon the leſt, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy ſeed and in thee, and in thy ſeed, 
ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed.” And 


thus the promiſe to Abraham was confirmed to 


Jacob. And again, leſt he ſhould imagine him 
ſelf left to wander as a deſtitute ſtranger i in his 
journey, the Lord ſaid, verſe 15. © Behold I am 


with thee, and wall keep thee in all places whi- 
ther 
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ther thou goeſt, and will bring thee again into 
this land: for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. And 
Jacob awoke out of his ſleep; and ſaid, Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.” 
Thus we ſee when all comfort was, as it were, 
quite departed from him, that time of extremity 
was God's opportunity of manifeſting his favour- 
able mercies to him ; as when the ſun to comfort 
diſtreſſed Hezekiah, turned ten degrees backward, 
by which degrees it was yon down, on the dial of 
Abax. 

Now let us conſider what effect this great 
revolution had on that eminent patriarch. Behold, 
he was not puffed up with carnal joy and levity 
of heart, as ſome of leſs experience are; nay, he 
was afraid, verle 17. and ſaid, © How dreadful 
is this place?“ 

Leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, he 
had many thorns in the fleſh, and was taught to 
5 ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling.” And may we, from his example, 
learn that inſtructive leſſon, «Be not high-minded 
but fear,” Rom. 11. 20. This was a time and place 
to be remembered by Jacob all his life-time. For 
when he was to return about twenty years after, 
the Lord ſaid. Remember Bethel, where thou 
anointeſt the pillar,” Gen. xxxi. 13. Thus the 
Lord willeth his people to record his mercies, and 
paſt deliverances. And whatſoever things were 
written aforetime, were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the 
ſcriptures might have hope,“ Rom. xv. 4. 

2. Behold the Lord's dealing with Daniel, in 
his mourning and great trouble concerning the 
ſtate of his nation the Jews; becauſe the people 


were e ſo back ward to return out of their captivity, 
not- 
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notwithſtanding they had obtained the royal grant 
and licence to return; yet ſo many of them re- 
mained {till hehind, heedleſs and careleſs of God's 
religion, worſhip, and promiſes, Dan. x. But 
chiefly, becauſe the building of the temple (begun 
by the Jews that were returned at the generous 
proclamation of Cyrus, Ezra i. and ii. chap.) was 
then hindered, and for ſome time ceaſed. 

This put Daniel under ſuch trouble arid con- 
cern, that he mourned, faſted and prayed three 
weeks, Dan. x. 2. And though Daniel had deep- 
ly humbled himſelf by mourning, prayer, and 
faſting, yet when he ſaw a viſion of the divine 
Majeſty, His comelineſs was turned into cor- 
ruption, and he retained no ſtrength.” By this 
we may ſee, that before the Lord reveals wiſdom 


- to his people, he puts his fear into their hearts. 


For, faith the wiſe man, The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wiſdom; and the knowledge 
of the holy 1s underſtanding, Prov. ix. 10. Then 
he ſpake comfortably unto him, and ſaid, O 
man greatly beloved, fear not, peace be unto 
thee, feay not, be ſtrong; yea, be ſtrong, verſe 
19. Thus, in a time of deep humiliation, the 


Lord fevealed great things unto him, wonderful 


indecd: as the jun turned back ten degrees upon the 
dial of Abaz. 

From this, and ſuch examples in ferigwwre, we 
may learn, 

1. That the nearer men approach to God, the 
more they ſee their own vileneſs, as did Job, Iſaia, 
. b xl. 4. Ia. vi. 5. Mat. xvi. 6. 

2. That in vain do men talk of their great re- 
velations, communion, and fellowſhip with God, 
whilſt they are ſtrangers to the ſpirit of humi- 


Hation. | 
I have 
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have often thought, by converſing with reli- 
gious profeſſors, that as ſome dry phariſees deny 


the divinity of Chriſt, ſome Chriſtians have too 


groſs ideas of his humanity; not duly conſider- 
ing the glory of his divine nature, whereby they 
run into lightneſs unbecoming the goſpel, as if 


they thought God was ſuch another as themſelves. 
In ſuch a caſe theſe words of the Pſalmiſt are ſea- 
ſonable : „Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 

with trembling,” Pſal. ii. 11. 


When Chriſt made his appearance in the world, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, his diſ- 
ciples were very intimate with him; but when 
they ſaw him transfigured on the mount they fell 
on their faces and were ſore afraid, Matt. xvu. 6. 
And again, when he was condemned to be cruci- 
fied, they all forſook him and fled, Matt. xiv. 50. 
Thus we ſee how apt men are to be carried into 


extremes on every hand; and ſurely, no leſs than 


ſupernatural power is ſufficient to keep us right. 
It 1s well for believers that they © are kept, by 
the power of God, through faith, unto ſalvation, 
ready to be revealed in the laſt time,” 1 Pet. 
j. 5. 
3. Conſider the Iſraelites encamping by the 


Red Sea. This was a time of great extremity: 


for the Red Sea was before them, and the horſe- 
men and chariots of Pharoah in full march behind 
them, Exod. xiv. And in that great trouble and 
diſtreſs, the Lord made it his opportunity of 
ſhewing mercy : for he divided the ſea, fo that 
the waters ſtood as a wall on each fide, for his 
fainting Iſrael to paſs through; and then to over- 
flow, for the deſtruction of their ſtately enemies, 
This example may teach us, that his grace is ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport his people in all perils ; and that 
(as Paul faith) © His ſtrength is made perfect in 
weakneſs.” E 4 At 
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( 34 ) 
4. At the waters of Marah they thirſted, and 
yet could not drink of the waters, for they 


were bitter; and in this time of diſtreſs Moſes 


cried unto the Lord, and the Lord ſhewed him a 
tree, which, when he had caſt into the waters, 
the waters were made {weet ; there he made them 
a {tatute and an ordinance, and there * them, 
Exod. xv. 22. 

That tree which Moſes caſt into the waters of 
Marah to make them ſweet, typified Jeſus Chriſt, 
the tree of life : which beareth twelve manner of 
fruits, and yieldeth fruit every month : whoſe 
leaves are for the healing of the nations. 

And if God ſo ſweetened the waters of Marah, 
by caſting in a tree, how much more will he 


ſweeten the bitter afflictions of his people, by freſh 


diſcoveries of Jeſus Chriſt, the hope of glory, 
whoſe ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs, Col. 
1. 27. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

In the tedious wilderneſs of Zin, when they 
were in great extremity for want of meat; and 
they murmured againſt Motes and Aaron in the 
wilderneſs, Exod. xvi. and ſaid, © Would to God 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in Egypt; 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilderneſs 
to kill this whole aſſembly with hunger.” Then, 
in that time of extremity, the Lord faid unto 
Moſes, <©* Behoid, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you, &c.” So we ſee here again, that their 
extremity was God's opportunity of manifeſting 


his loving kindneſs, which was truly amazing | 


as the Sun turned back ten degrees upon the dial 
of Ahaz. 

This manna which was ſo freely given to feed 
and ſtrengthen them, typified Chriſt, who feeds 
and ſtrengthens his hungering and thirſting peo- 
ple when they cry unto him. For, ſaith the Lord, 


John 
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John vi. 3 3. © The bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world. am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me, ſhall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me ſhall never thirſt.” _ 

So that, as the Lord promiſed to rain bread 
trom heaven to refreſh his people in that vaſt and 
dreadful wilderneſs called Zin, ſo he feedeth and 
ſtrengtheneth believers with the hidden manna of 
his everlaſting love, when they think themſelves 
moſt likely to be overcome by ſin, 2 Cor. X11. 9. | 

6. At Rephedim, where there was no water for i 
the people to drink, Exod. xvii. In that time of 1 
extremity, when they were almoſt ready to periſh 
for want' of water, the Lord commanded Moſes | 
to ſmite the rock; and there came forth water - 
for the people to drink. This rock was a type of 
Chriſt; for ſaith Paul, 1 Cor. x. 4. They drank 
of the rock that followed them, and that rock | 
was Chriſt. That is, the water which iſſued out | 
of the rock was a moſt lively image of Chriſt, 
who being ſmitten of his Father at his death and 
ſuffering, ſtreamed forth the true water of life and 
ſpiritual drink to all his church, John iv. 14. Ifa. 
Iv. 1. This 1s that which 1s ſpoken of by the pro- 
pher, © Ho! every one that thirſteth, come to 
the waters, &c.” and wholoever ſhall drink of 
this water ſhall never thirſt; but it ſhall be in 
him a well of water ſpringing up into eternal life. 

7. Let us take a view of the widow of Zareph- 
ath, in her extremity : She was brought ſo low, 
that ſhe had but a handf1] of meal in a barrel, 
and a little oil in a cruſe, and was gathering a 
few ſticks that ſhe might go in and dreſs it for her 
and her ſon, that they might eat it and die, 1 
King. xvii. This ſhe thought to be the laſt ſhift 
ſhe could make. But while ſhe was bewailing 
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her condition in that extremity, the prophet of 
Iſrael came, who ſaid unto her, Thus faith the 
Lord God of Ifrael, the barrel of meal ſhall not 
waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, until the 
day chat the Lord ſendeth rain upon the earth.” 
This was a very ſeaſonable viſitation, and typifies 
Jeſus Chriſt ; whoſe ſtrength is made perfect in 
weaknels : whereby he increaſeth the oil of grace 
in the hearts of his people, which maketh them 
wile virgins, going forth to meet the bridegroom. 
See 1 John ii. 20. Mat. xv. 10.——Ye have an 
unction from the holy one, and ye know all things, 
—and they that were ready went in with him to 
the marriage, and the door was ſhut! 

The prophet did not come to that poor woman 
in her extremity, by chance, but he was ſent by 
God. See verſe 8, 

And the word of the Lord came unto him fay- 
ing, Ariſe, get thee to Zarephath, which be- 
longeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I 
have commanded a widow woman there to fuſtain 
thee,” altho' this widow had not, as ſhe thought, 
enough to ſubſiſt herſelf. Many widows were in 


Iſrael in thoſe days, but to none of them was 


Elias ſent, but to this poor woman, which was a 
widow, Luke iv. 25. ſo unaccountable are the 
ſteps of divine providence, that the riches of his 
free grace, and electing love, might be made ma- 
nifeſt in a time of great extremity ; which 1s tru- 
ly miraculous, as the returning of the fun on the 


dial of Ahaz. 


8. Let us conſider the caſe of Gideon when he 


went to deliver Ifrael from the Midianites. When 
Gideon had gathered together a very great com- 
pany of ſoldiers ready to go forth to the battle, 
he was in great diſtreſs, 2 and could not proceed 


any farther, till he was thoroughly perſuaded that 
the 
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the Lord would be with him: and in this extre- 
mity he deviſed means (ſeemingly childiſh) to ob- 
tain a token from God, whereby his faith might 
be confirmed, ver. 36. Then Gideon ſaid unto 
God, © If thou wilt ſave Ifrael by my hand, as 
thou haſt ſaid, behold I will put a fleece of wool 
in the floor; if the dew come on the fleece only, 
and it be dry upon all the earth beſides, then ſhall 
be fure that thou wilt fave Iſrael by my hand, 
as thou haſt ſaid.” Herein one may ſee that Gi- 
deon was convinced of the inſufficiency of an 
arm of fleſh ; and behold how the primitive peo- 
ple of God learn'd to walk by faith in all their en- 
terprizes. And it was ſo, &c. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that this ſimple deed was done in faith; but 
here we muſt underſtand that it was not only the 
dew upon the fleece confirmed his faith, but the 
ſingular motions of God's ſpirit working in his 
heart with that outward ſign; and as this was left 
upon record for the Church's edification, I believe 
there are ſweet goſpel truths wrapped up in it, 
which may be comfortably applied to true believ- 
ers under the ſimilitude of a fleece of wool. 

It is faid in Pſalm Ixxii. 6. old verſion, (in al- 
luſion, likely, to this paſſage) He ſhall come 
down as rain upon a fleece of wool.” From 
whence we may learn, that the fleece of wool 
did repreſent the church of Chriſt; or the heart 
of every true believer; and the dew repreſents the 
grace of God's holy ſpirit, diſtilled into the ſoul. 
This application may ſeem very natural, if we con- 
ſider the following particulars: 

Firſt, A Chriſtian may be compared td a fleece 
of wool, becauſe wool is of a ſoft ſubſtance 
and conſequently more ready to receive the dew, 
or rain into it, than things of a harder nature. 

So is the believer; whom the Lord hath made 
willing in the day of his power, by the ſpiritua- 
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lity of the law, to receive ſalvation upon the terms 
of the goſpel, when, according to God's proimſes, 
his doctrine drops as the rain, and his ſpeech is 
diſtilled as the dew, it ſoaks into the believer's 
heart as rain into a fleece of wool. 

2. A fleece of wool is a very light thing of it- 
ſelf, and being dry is ſubject to be toſſed to and 
frol and to be carried about with the wind : but 
when it is wet, it then becomes more weighty, 
and is not ſo eaſily moved from its ons wy rea- 
fon of the wet that is in it. | 

So 1s the behever when he 1s left to bene, 
he is very apt to be toſſed about with many temp- 


tations and vain reaſonings about the ſtate and 


condition of his ſoul; and to be carried about by 
every wind of falſe doctrine. But when the ſweet 
influence of God's holy ſpirit bedews the ſoul, the 
Chriſtian 1s not then ſo eaſily moved or carried 
about, by every wind of error, force of tempta- 
tion, or ſuggeſtions of Satan ; but his heart is en- 
Jarged to run the way of God's commandments. 
This made David fay, I will run the way of 
thy commandments when thou haſt enlarged my 
heart, Pſal. cxix. 32. 

2. In, verſe 38. it is ſaid, Gideon thruſt the 
fleece together and wrung out a bowl full of wa- 
ter. Gideon was not ſenſible how much water 
there was in the fleece, till he thruſt it together ; 
yet, ſo doing, he wrung out a bowl full ; which 
brings me to make another application of this 
fleece of wool, viz. 

4. Sometimes believers are not ſenſible of the 
graces of the Spirit in their heart; which makes 


them, in their own judgment, very unfit for duty, 


or the ſervice of God. But having, as it were, 
thruſt their indiſpoſed hearts into the ſervice of 
the Lord, find great plenty of that living water, 
which is in believers flowing forth and ſpringing 


( 39 } 


up into eternal life, John xiv. 4. Or, ſecondly, 
ſometimes the church, or people of God are 
thruſt together, and put to their ſhifts by the 
perſecution of worldlings; and in ſuch ſtraits 
find the divine nature in them exert itſelf in a 
more powerful manner. than at other times. For 
this ſee God's promiſes in Iſa. li. 7- 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

And again, Gideon ſaid unto God, verſe 39, 
«© Let not thine anger be hot againſt me, and I 
will ſpeak but this once; let it be dry only up- 
on the fleece, and upon all the ground let there 
be dew. And God did fo that night: for it was 
dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew up- 
on all the ground.” 

By this we may learn, that God ſometimes 
leaveth his deareſt children with dry and barren 
hearts, whilſt others round about them are wet 
with the dew of heavenly conſolation ; to teach 
them that all their freſh ſprings are in and from him. 

Thus doth the Lord comfort his people by 
ſuch unexpe&ed means, as the going back of 
the ſun upon the dial of Ahaz. | 


1 By ſearching ſuch divine records as theſe, 
We ſee how God can give his people eaſe: 

Poor {imple Souls may learn in Wiſdom's ſchool, 
To gather comfort from the fleece of wool. 

2 If in the fleece were myſteries ſo deep, 
How mindful 1s the Shepherd of the ſheep ? 
Who, taught of God, to know the ſhepherd's voice, 
Do follow Chriſt as their peculiar choice. 

2 In him is life, the life and light of men; 
Which ſhines into their precious ſouls, and then 
The veil being rent great myſt'ries are reveal'd, 
Which from the world's vain wiſdom is conceal'd. 

4 Thro' God's convincing ſpirit they confeſs, 
That Jeſus is the Sun of righteouſneſs; 

And in that light behold myſterious things, 
And feel ſalvation in his healing wings. 
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It d be (though a pleaſing; yet) a taſk 
too voluminous for me, to ſpeak of the ſtupen- 
duons inſtances of ſovereign grace. and.. power, 
manifeſted i in the examples TE" ict ORE ER 

. Manaſſe,— 

Of Hagar 


2 Cron 33. c 
Gen, xvii. 7. and xxĩ. 1 9. 
Of Abraham,. —— Gen: xxii. 3, 5. 
Of Joſeph in priſon.— Gen, xli. 12, &c. 
; Of Jacob and his ſons in 180 amine, Gen. xlii, c. . 
Oft a widow. in extremity, —2 Kings iv. T. &c. 
Of Daniel in the lion's den, GC. 
Theſe: examples give us to ' underſtand, that 
hed men are in their utmoſt extremity, God 
maketh it his gracious opportunity of ſhewing 
the greateſt. mercies; and that ſometimes in a 
miraculous manner, -as the ſun turned ten degrees 
backward-upon the dial of Ahaz. bh 
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r Some men may. be offended much at this, 
5 make it matter of their mock and hiſs, 
Becauſe a Leymen thus hath undertoob 
"To ſearch the Scriptures, and to. write a book. 


2 But firſt conſult what ſacred pen · men write, 
And ſee how God from darkneſs brought forth 
8 by weak means brought mighty things to pass 

| | Wheroby his name muchꝭglorified was... 


3 Records in holy writ you'll find great ore, 
If you'll be pleas'd to ſearch the Scriptures Oer, 
And why may not the Lord of life and glory, 
Teach Laymen to ſet forth his Truths before ye. 


4 Bright Clouds may to the world ſome light diſ. 
Bur nor refreſh the with? ring corn and hay; (Play. 
While darker Clouds are often found to bring, 
Some drops that make the Vallies laugh and | ſing. | 
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